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SUBJECT: SPECIAL ICFTU MISSION TO ARGENTINA 

REF: (A) BUENOS AIRES 7853, (B) EC BURSSELS 11666 (NOTAL), 

(C) EC BRUSSELS A-518 

1 . NO DECISION HAS YET BEEN MADE ON THE MEMBERSHIP OR TIMING OF 
THE MISSION THAT THE INTERNATIONALCONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE 
UNIONS (ICFTU) IS PLANNIN TO SEND TO ARGENTINA, ACCORDING TO ENZO 
FRISO, HEAD OF THE ICFTU'S DEPARTMENT FOR EUROPE AND THE AMERICAS. 

2. ALTHOUGH THE NOVEMBER ICFTU BOARD MEETING DID NOT DESIGNATE MISSION 

MEMBERS, IT DID DECIDE THAT THEY SHOULD BE "HIGH LEVEL" AND 
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ARGENTINA DOES SUBSTANTIAL TRADE, FRISO SAID. 

3. SINCE ICFTU GENERAL SECRETARY OTTO KERSTEN, WHO HAS RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ORGANIZING THE MISSION, IS OUT OF TOWN, FRISCO WAS RELUCTANT TO 
GO INTO NAMES, BUT IN ANSWER TO OUR QUESTION, HE DID SAY THAT, 

AS OF NOW, CASILDO HERRERAS OF THE CGT WOULD NOT BE PART OF THE 
GROUP. 'FOR ONE THING," FRISO ADDED, "IN THE PRESENT SITUATION 
HERRERAS WOULD BE ARRESTED IF HE VISITED ARGENTINA." 

4. FRISO EXPLAINED THAT ONE REASON FOR THE MISSION IS TO DISCUSS 
HERRERAS' OWN CASE AND THOSE OF 15 ARGENTINE LABOR LEADERS NOW 
IN JAIL. 

5. WOULD THE MISSION BE A JOINT ONE WITH ORIT? YES, FRISO 
REPLIED, IN THE SENSE THAT ITS MEMBERS WOULD INCLUDE LEADERS OF 
ORIT AFFILIATES. THERE HAS ALSO BEEN SOME DISCUSSION (IN A 
SMALL PRIVATE MEETING APART FROM THE RECENT BOARD SESSIONS) 

ABOUT ASKING THE AFL-CIO TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MISSION, BUT FRISO 
DOES NOT KNOWWHERE THIS STANDS. 

6. AS TO TIMING, FRISO AT FIRST SAID THAT LHE MISSION WOULD 
PROBABLY GO TO ARGENTINA IN FEBRUARY, BUT THEN WITHDREW THIS AS A 
PURE GUESS. ICFTU ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY JOHN VANDERVEKEN 
CONFIRMED TO US THAT BOTH THE TIMING AND COMPOSITION OF THE ARGENTINA 
MISSION ARE STILL "WIDE OPEN". AT ANY RATE, THE MISSION COULD NOT 

GET UNDER WAY BEFORE THE NEW YEAR, HE SAID. 

7. WE WILL REPORT ON PLANS FOR THE VISIT AS THEY DEVELOP. HINTON 
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